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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are concerned that a disproportionate nunber
of people inthis State are unable to secure housing for
thenselves and their famlies and are forced to live in the

streets without shelter or in energency shelters; and

WHEREAS, A substantial nunber of the honel ess popul ation
are nentally ill or devel opnentally disabl ed; these honel ess

peopl e are nore readily subjected to abuse; and

WHEREAS, Despite current public and private efforts, the
honmel ess problem in this State is a critical threat to the
health, safety, and welfare of nmany people and conmunities

across the State; and

WHEREAS, It is in the public interest that the General
Assenbly take i nmedi ate and necessary action to ensure a nore

adequat e response to the needs of honel ess people; and

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly al so acknow edges that the
conplex problem of honelessness in this State is being
addressed by a rapidly growing range of services from the
State and |ocal governnents as well as the private sector;

and

WHEREAS, This <creates the need for coordination and
planning in the allocation of resources and in the design and
i npl enentation of new prograns to serve the honel ess; the
CGeneral Assenble finds that thereis a need for a single

entity to coordinate these efforts; therefore be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
there is <created a task force on the State Advocacy Program
for the Honeless Mentally Il and Devel opnentally Disabled

under the Departnent of Human Services; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That the task force shall be conposed of 7
menbers appointed as follows: 3 nenbers of the House of
Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, one of whom shall be desi gnat ed t he
chai rperson by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 2
menbers of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives, and 2
menbers appoi nted by the Governor representing the Departnent
of Human Ser vi ces, all  of whom shall serve wthout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed for their reasonable and
necessary expenses from funds appropriated for that purpose;

and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nenbers of the task force shall be
charged with, but not Ilimted to, the followng duties and
responsibilities:

(1) Determne the need and cost of creating a staff
advocacy position within the Bureau of Honel ess Services
and Supportive Services of the Departnent of Human
Services that will pronote and facilitate the devel opnent
of comuni ty-based support systens to protect the health,
safety, welfare, and human and civil rights of honel ess
i ndi vi dual s wth nment al illness or devel opnent al
disabilities and that will devel op and i npl enent prograns
to carry out those goals;

(2) Initiate requests for proposals or continued
funding fornms for the establishment or expansion of
nonprofit agencies and organizations that Wil | be
responsi ble for devel oping or coordinating conprehensive
and integrated community-based support systens for
homel ess individuals with nmental illness or devel opnental
di sabilities;

(3) Develop a nodel plan under which (i) assistance
may be provided to honeless persons for maintaining

sources of incone, f ood, cl ot hi ng, heal th care,


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

[ Y S S =
a A W N B+ O

16
17
18
19
20

- 3- LRBO93 12140 LCB 17058 r

counseling, training, and enploynment and for maintaining
a stable living environnent; and (ii) individualized
service plans for honel ess persons may be inpl enent ed;

(4) Explore the provisions of the Mental Health and
Devel opnental Disabilities Code in relation to honel ess
individuals with nental illnesses or devel opnent al
disabilities who refuse services for thenselves and
recommend plans for aiding these individuals; and

(5) Propose necessary grants-in-aid for entities
that provide services for honeless individuals wth
mental illness or devel opnental disabilities and devel op
requi renents for the publication of criteria for the
proposals for determning eligible services and the
anount of grants-in aid prograns available; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That t he task force shall receive the

assistance of legislative staff, may enploy skilled experts

t he approval of the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and shall report its findings to the General

Assenbly on or before March 31, 2004.
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